Prior cesarean: a contraindication to labor induction?
In 2004, cesarean rates were the highest ever in the United States. Simultaneously, the vaginal birth after cesarean (VBAC) rate fell, largely a result of reports of uterine rupture associated with VBAC attempts. This chapter reviews the efficacy and safety of VBAC associated with labor induction. Mechanical and pharmacologic methods of labor induction (notably misoprostol) are associated with increased maternal and perinatal morbidity compared with spontaneous VBAC attempts. However, the absolute risks remain low. Labor induction is not contraindicated in women with a prior cesarean but sound judgment, clinical precautions and specific consent are required.